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Scope and Purpose
[bookmark: _GoBack]Purpose: As provided under the IHR – National IHR Focal Points (IHR NFP) are responsible for the implementation of health measures taken in countries to “prevent, protect against, control and provide a public health response to the international spread of disease”. In order to strengthen IHR NFP daily operations including communication and coordination capacities, this meeting aims to bring together IHR NFPs of selected Member States to engage in a peer-to-peer exchange of experiences and best practices. 

Scope: Participants will be IHR NFP personnel, including the IHR NFP responsible person in respective countries. During the meeting, participants, WHO and partner organizations will share experiences and best practices with regards to event screening, risk assessment, event management, information products, risk communication, and legal provisions of the IHR NFP within respective government structures.

Objectives: The meeting will comprise a series of presentations and interactive discussion sessions utilizing scenarios and working groups with the following specific objectives:

· To provide an overview of WHO daily operations including how WHO interacts with National IHR Focal Points and partners such as ECDC, related to event detection and event management;
· To share experiences and practices related to legal provisions of the IHR NFP and daily operations of IHR in countries;  and 
· To explore opportunities for twinning partners for new IHR NFP staff from other States Parties in the future, in order to facilitate peer learning among the IHR NFP network.

Expected outcome: This meeting is expected to strengthen the understanding of how the IHR NFPs function in respective countries and to provide potential examples and best practices for addressing gaps and challenges related to IHR daily work. In addition, this meeting is expected to strengthen communications between IHR NFPs within the IHR network, and rapid communication with WHO those events meeting the IHR Annex 2 criteria for public health events of international concern.
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